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Wes Brickner

800 Oro Terrace

San Pedro, CA  90731-2936

(310) 519-0314

September 11 2006

SENT VIA CERTIFIED MAIL

The Honorable Elaine Chao

Secretary of Labor

200 Constitution Avenue, N.W.

Washington, D.C. 20210

(202) 693-6000

RE
ILLEGAL MISCONDUCT BY DOL-OFCCP AND DOL-VETS INVESTIGATION

Dear Ms. Chao:

I wrote to you on June 1, 2006, July 4, 2006 and September 2, 2006 requesting an investigation, by you and your office, of the illegal conduct of two of your Department of Labor agencies, DOL-VETS and DOL-OFCCP. 

In these letters I enclosed several documents which contained substantiated material evidence and facts supporting the contentions of myself, veterans nationwide and the Veterans’ Rights Advocates.  

This evidence demonstrates the VETS’s and the OFCCP’s failure to perform their mandated statutory duties and responsibilities over the last four (4) decades as reported on our website and experienced by myself and veterans throughout the nation.

We have not asked for “special” treatment, nor have we asked to create “new” laws to protect and to secure our veterans’ rights.  

WE HAVE ONLY ASKED THE DOL-VETS AND THE DOL-OFCCP TO ENFORCE THE “EXISTING” LAWS WHICH PROTECT AND SECURE OUR RIGHTS AS VETERANS.
Unfortunately, the DOL-VETS and the DOL-OFCCP refuse to do their jobs.  

They have consciously and expressly adopted a general policy that is so extreme as to amount to a total abdication of their statutory responsibilities; which is a violation of law, as ruled in the Supreme Court decision in Heckler v. Chaney, 470 U.S. 821 (1984). 

As veterans we deserve the respect and honor of our government and country which we gave of our lives to serve and we should be treated with dignity.  This has not been the case. 

Many veterans, throughout the nation, have reported to the Veterans Rights Advocates (VRA) of the dismissive, perfidious and adversarial attitude of the DOL-VETS and the DOL-OFCCP when they submit their claims and in their subsequent contact with these agencies.

Contact which goes on for years and decades with never any favorable results due to the illegal policies which the VETS and the OFCCP have adopted when performing, or should I say, lack of performing their designated duties and responsibilities.

Most veterans become so frustrated and angry that they eventually surrender and give up in the pursuit of their veterans’ rights because of the treatment they have received from the VETS and the OFCCP.  They come to believe that, “You cannot fight city hall”.

We all know this quote was originally, “You cannot fight Tammany Hall”, which was based on the government corruption of “Boss” Tweed and the Tammany Hall Machine in New York City.

Now, veterans have to fight our own government, the VETS and the OFCCP, to obtain the rights we served and fought for.  This is unconscionable!

The strategy of the VETS and the OFCCP is one of “attrition”.  They rely on this strategy of “attrition” to force veterans to quit and give up or to die waiting for them to do their job; which we all know they have no intention of doing as witnessed, experienced and documented on our website by thousands of veterans nationwide.  

We, the Veterans’ Rights Advocates, will never surrender, we will continue to assert our rights as veterans and we will petition those in authority to address the illegal conduct of the VETS and the OFCCP until they are in compliance with their mandated statutory duties and responsibilities.   

I request a “written correspondence”, from your office, detailing the status of your investigation and what you are planning to do about this unconscionable treatment of the “Forgotten Minority”; veterans, by the DOL-VETS and the DOL-OFCCP.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

Wes Brickner, Veterans Rights Advocates

cc:
Veterans Rights Advocates

Chao9-11-2006

