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1.5, O¥¥ICE OF SPECIAL COUNSEL
1730 At Serad, MW, Sulie 300
Washiagled, D.C, 30036-4808

1.5, OMffice of Speeial Counsel Announces Favarable Settlement
of Viemam Veteran's Complaiot
TOW IMMEDIATE RELLADE TONTAGT: JANL MCEFARLAND
8/11/98 (202) 653-7984

The 17.5. Otfice of Special Counsel (OSC) today announced the favorable sentlement of a ‘
complaint tiled with it by Charles W. Heekman, Ph.D.. a Vietnam Veteran, against the L8, Forest Service,
his employer.

Dr. Heckman applied for « position as an ecologistbotanist, 63 13/14, with the Institute of
Northeen Forestry Cooperative Rescarch at the University of Alaska. Asa Vietnam Veteran. under
Veterans Preference rules, Heckman was placed ahead of nonveteran candidates for the position.
Subscquently, Forest Service officinds infurmed Hechman that his candidacy was proventing the Forest
Service from selecting one of several nonveleran sandidates that it preferred. Oﬂ'ﬁ:iais {from the Forest
Service and the University of Alaska offered Heckman a temporary position if he would withdraw from the
competition. ‘They also informed him that if he did not aceept their offor, they would cancel the vaeancy
announcement and starl A new recruitment process.

Seetion 2302 () (_5? of titte 5, United States Cods, makes it o prohibited personnel practice to
infuence a candidate to withdraw from competition. Civil Service rule 4.3 contains a similar provision.

Soun after OSC accepted the complaint, the Office of Personnel Management (OPM) contacted
OSC about the Heckman matter. 'The sgencies began n joint investigation that called for OSC to focus on
the prohibited personne] praciice and OPM to fixeus on whether systemic hiring problems existed. Tarly
into the investigation, the Forest Service extended its coopetation and indicated that it wunted to resgive the
matter a3 quickly as possible.

~ Ultimately, the Forest Service offered Heckman a chaice in positions, the {'ob in Fairbanks or a new
position in Olympia, Washington. leckman chose the position in Olympia where he nuw works as o 514

scientist. The Forest Service disciplined the two individuals who attempted to influcnce Heckman's
withdrawal {rom competition.

The U.S. Office of Special Counsel provides an independent avenue Lo pratect merit systems
principles in federal cmployment. OSC receives, investigates, and prosccutes before the MSPI, charges
concerning the commission of prohibited persvnnel practices, with priority given to protecting
whisticblowers. In addition, the Office provides a secure channel for federal employees who posacss
intormation regarding legal violations, gross mismanagement, fraud, waste and abuse.
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. Eubjeoct: I'm worsa than narvous
; From: Trcia Wurnz <pwurtz @ her.uol.odu= al ntarnat_Gataway 12/15/87 1107 AM
! beo: Hosmann Gueinaki ol FSL

Te: r.hnplnunvlinux.caln.cm:-mqp.fr at Iptarnel_Goloway

T N —— T

_ Te: Hormanon Gucineki <guelingki@isl.orst.edus’al Intemat_Galeway

Hi Terry and Hermann,
I have besn cut of town for Eive days and 1 Am really diatrogoed the
way things have Aevem ] nped. '

Reading the messages from Heckman over the last few days, mv blood ran
eold., It swams quite olvieous ko me that he is lining things up to
okevwer us. X had antactajined that poasibility before (Eor example, he
changed the way he addressed megsages to me from "Dear Ma. Wurtz® ro
epear Tricia Wurtz®) lut his unwillingness to ralk on the phone shouldl
be taken as proof positive that he is lining up a sult. Really, why
would a person wirth honorable intencions refuse to speak to you on the
phonn?  Normally. in any business deal, people talk and negotiake
informally and after everynha has reached an understanding. it is put in
writing. But te now refuae to talk on the phone means that he doesn't
ncad any more informaclion about whnr we were offsring him. T think it
weans he i= gathering avidence.

g0, I don't think there im any point in sendina the latter Terry haz
written. I don't beliove any longer thar Haclman iz basically an honest
person. :
Lat'c agree not send him any written ommunications for n while. ANy
wrikten communigatien haz the potential to gel vz in desper trouble:

My feoling right now i= Fhat we should conceatrate on Heckman danidne
control, snd pretty much give up filling this position. This in & havrd
choice to make since T am being inundated with messages from three
hopeful, qualified candidates nbout. how long their seminars should ba.
whan they want to coma to Fairhanks. can they give more than ene
ceminar, ‘ete. aste. How o eonkrol Heclanan damage? Wall, one way ko
give people the imprassion that you knaw you're doing somathing wrong iu
to try to hide it. Conversmly, a way to impress pecple that your
intentionz are geod is to keep (or bring) things out in the open. Su I
think Hermann and I should bring this whole mess to the attention ol Cthe
Fe Percennel Office. We could writa A mazsage (and keep a copv!) ke
J Doruthy and Roy at peracnnel saying, "Oh dear, apparently this
arrongement we tried to maka seemd to have been misinterprected. We
aure want you (parsonnel) ro Ynow about it.* Hermann, I would be glad
to write the megsage and possibly direct their primary ire at . I
don‘t mxpect that Pergonnal will be able to do anything to help the
aituation, at all, of coursa. And I suspect ik will raszult in a rckuke
from sommone to me (snd ponaibly to Hormann) but at thiz point a rebuke
would ba hakbtar than the lawsuit. And having been open with personnwl
abeut this situation will help owr ©ARQ jmmensely if the lawsuit stlill
comea. Which, i the truly worst case scanario, it wil).

I suspuct pcroonnel will remind us that if wa don’t want to hire
Mackman, our ONLY altsymative is to coneall the cert. Then. in the
gpiric’'of Heclaman damage econtyol, T rhink that is what wo have tn do.
The question will still camain abour. whak te do with him after tho cerl
is canceiled. Right new, my inclination is to just stop commiicating
with the guy, cancel the cert and let him start wondaring what’s goind
on. In & month or twe he'll get an official letter from Portland sayind
that thw job wac cancelled. There iz a amall chanca Ehat whein ha
doesn't hear anything axccpt that letter Crom Portland, both.hic plans
to cue us and his plans to do the bug prrject. in Alaska will fade away.

in any coss, I think it ie cime te lcava him in the dark tor awhila., —
’ Finally, Terry, here's a small point. One placs whare wa Are

vulherable is the idea that our budget will alleow EITHER a now candidate
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" 4 partch OR thu bug projast. Wwe are vulnerable because our budgyets axren'h
that wall docunentad: wa haven't had a line in tham all along labeled
*2nd Candidste Search® that happened te have $20K in it. Tn comothing
you gent to me you suggectod that that cthould be cbviocuc: that il we .
epand monay on the bug project we won't have money for other things.
' like the second eearch. But our budgats are gzo looge (for sxampln, kha
big "eguipment fund* this vear) that we could sacily do hoth or aeither
if we really wanted ta, Anyway, I juet wanted to make that point.

Hormann, in the middle of writing this measage I talked te Tercy on the

phonoe and he wat agreeabla to the idea af cancelling the cert., (But
with great frustyxation and rogret, like me.} Anyway, plaase let me know
what you think. .

bn—ish o

Tricia L, Wurtz

Inetitute of Nerthesn Foraestry Cooparative Research Unit
P.0. Box 7557B0D

Univercity of Alaska Fairbankc

Fairbanka, AK 99775-6780

FPhone: [907) 474-559¢
T FAX: (907} 474-6251

a-mail: twurtz@lrer.uaf.adu
DS: T.vurtz:R10FO4A
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Christine O. Gregoire

ATTORNEY GENERAL OF WASHINGTON

1125 Washington Street SE ® PO Box 40100 » Olympia WA, 98504-0100
January 13, 2003

Mr. Charles W, Heckman
315 - 93d Avenue SW
Olympia, Washington 98512-9101

Re: Public Records Request dated November 4, 2002

Dear Mr. Heckman:

This letter is to provide you with the information you requested in your
November 4, 2002 public records request. You were requesting five categories
of records. ‘ ' :

~ Your request was narrowed to the first four categories because the Office
of the Attorney General only received statutory authority to prosecute :
employers for violations of the Veteran's Employment and Reemployment Act in
2}?01 and the AGO does not have any records responsive to your request on
that issue.

Of the remaining four categories, the following is responsive to your
request.

Category #1, the total expenditure by the State of Washington to defend
the lawsuit of Mitchell v. Board of Industrial Insurance Appeals, No, 46991-6-1
was $29,567.97, The Office of the Attorney General is not able to identify if
any federal funds were appropriated for the legal defense in this case due to the
fact that all monies for legal services are paid into a revolving fund that does
not indicate where those monies came from.

Category #2, the total expenditure by the State of Washington to defend
the lawsuit of Heckman v. State of Washington, Department of Ecology,
Department of Fish and Wildg"'e, No. 2865-4-II and Thurston County Superior
Court Nos. 00-2-00587-1 and 00-2-02341-1 was/is $38,700.29. The Office of
the Attorney General is not able to identify if any federal funds were
appropriated for the legal defense in this case due to the fact that all monies for -
legal services are paid into a revolving fund that does not indicate where those
monies-came from. o L o -

 Category #3, the amounts expended on any other lawsuits involving

veterans’ preference in State employment during the past six years, as well as
names and numbers of the individual cases are:
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ATTORNEY GENERAL OF WASHINGTON
Mr. Charles W. Heckman
January 13, 2003
Page 2

Henry Gossage v. State of Washington, Thurston County Superior Court
No. 98-2-00738-6; Court of Appeals No. 26796-9-11, expenditure of
$82 806.95; and

Kem Hunter v. University of Washington, King County Superior Court No,
38—2-18410-8 SEA; Court of Appeals No. 44593-6-1, expenditure of
34,419.63

Category #4 refers to amount of grant money paid to any agency of the
State of Washington for the years 1999, 2000, 2001, for the express purpose of
giving special employment to veterans of the Vietnam Era, disabled veterans,
and veterans in general.  The Office of the Attorney General does not have any
records responsive to this request.

Please contact me at Office of the Attorney General, P.O. Box 40100,
Olympia, WA 98504-0100, if you have any questions. Thank you.

Very truly yours,

LA DONA R. JENZEN
Public Records Otficer
(360) 586-2533
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